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Information & Guidance Notes
This document relates to groups wishing to apply for 

U.Dance 2012 (national dance performance event)
Youth Dance England is working with Southbank Centre, DU : Dance in Northern Ireland, National Youth Dance Wales and YDance (Scottish Youth Dance) and its nine Regional Partner Organisations, to create an exciting dance performance programme  for young people aged 11 to 19 (and disabled young people up to the age of 24). 

Each Regional Partner Organisation will manage a Regional Dance Platform and groups will be selected from these events to perform at U.Dance 2012.
Youth Dance England’s Regional Partners Organisations are:

Dance City (North East Region) www.dancecity.co.uk 
DanceEast (East Region) www.danceeast.co.uk 
Dance4 (East Midlands Region) www.dance4.co.uk 
Dance South West (South West Region) www.dancesouthwest.org.uk 
DanceXchange (West Midlands Region) www.dancexchange.org.uk 
Hampshire Dance (South East Region) www.hampshiredance.org.uk 
Sadler’s Wells (London Region) www.sadlerswells.com 
The Lowry (North West Region) www.thelowry.com 
Yorkshire Dance (Yorkshire Region) www.yorkshiredance.com 
U.Dance 2012 Information

U.Dance 2012 is Youth Dance England’s flagship event, providing the focal point for the U.Dance national performance framework and youth dance performances taking place across the UK. 

The event takes place from 13th to 16th July 2012 at Southbank Centre, London and includes three evening performances (one in the Queen Elizabeth Hall and two in the Royal Festival Hall), a residential dance programme at Roehampton University and an exciting range of performances and workshops in and around Southbank Centre.  Performers will include youth dance groups from England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, Wales, and the new UK youth dance company – U.Dance Ensemble. The event is made possible through YDE’s partnership with Southbank Centre, DU : Dance in Northern Ireland, National Youth Dance Wales and YDance (Scottish Youth Dance); who will, for the first time, organise new selection platforms in their own nations linking to U.Dance.
These Guidance Notes refer specifically to those wishing to apply for a place at U.Dance 2012. Many regions welcome applications from groups who only wish to perform at the regional event and if that is the case, you do not need to fill in the top-sheet of the U.Dance application form, which has the U.Dance 2012 logo on the top. You need only complete your own region’s application form and submit that by 30th November 2011. If you do want to apply for U.Dance 2012, please complete the top sheet AND the regional application form and return it to the address stated on the form by 30th November 2011.

Overview of the event for residential participants
Groups that are selected to perform at U.Dance 2012 during one of the regional platforms will be included in the residential programme at Roehampton University. The exception to this are London groups, that will attend the daytime programme of activity at Southbank Centre and perform at one of the performances in the evening, but remain based at home. 

Roehampton University is based near Richmond Park in South West London. The nearest over-land train station is called Barnes. Trains run frequently between Barnes and London Waterloo station. There are buses that run from the bottom of Roehampton Lane to St Mary’s Hospital which is right by the entrance to Roehampton University, or you can walk which takes about 15 minutes.
Roehampton University has a large dance department and a range of dance studios. We will be creating a varied class and workshop programme involving many different teachers and dance artists across a range of styles. 

Outline of residential event:

Thursday 12th July 
Residential groups arrive at Roehampton University to check-in and participate in social activities with other groups
Friday 13th July:
Dancers performing that evening will depart for the Queen Elizabeth Hall at Southbank Centre for technical rehearsals.

Non-performing dancers will remain at Roehampton University to participate in classes and workshops through-out the day.

London groups arrive at Southbank mid morning to participate in tech rehearsals (if performing) or participatory workshops and activities.

Evening performance in Queen Elizabeth Hall, all those not performing will be watching.

Saturday 14th July:
Dancers performing that evening will depart for the Royal Festival Hall at Southbank Centre for technical rehearsals.


Non-performing dancers will remain at Roehampton University to participate in classes and workshops through-out the day.

London groups arrive at Southbank mid morning to participate in tech rehearsals (if performing) or participatory workshops and activities.


Evening performance in Royal Festival Hall, all those not performing will be watching.
Sunday 15th July:  
Dancers performing that evening will depart for the Royal Festival Hall at Southbank Centre for technical rehearsals.


Non-performing dancers will remain at Roehampton University to participate in classes and workshops through-out the day.

London groups arrive at Southbank mid morning to participate in tech rehearsals (if performing) or participatory workshops and activities.


Evening performance in Royal Festival Hall, all those not performing will be watching.


Dancers & Chaperones depart for home after the performance
Monday 16th July:
Dance Symposium for UK and International Delegates at Southbank Centre. Chaperones are welcome to book a delegate place at this symposium. More information will be available on www.u-dance.org in autumn 2011.
Guidance for Groups

Group & Piece Requirements

In order for a group to be eligible for a place at U.Dance 2012 they need to:

· Submit a dance piece with no more than 15 dancers performing in it, unless they are based in London where there can be up to 25 dancers. London groups will not be offered residential spaces, due to very limited capacity at Roehampton University
· Only include dancers aged 11 to 19 years on 13th July 2012, (disabled dancers aged up to 24yrs can apply)
· Submit a dance piece which is no longer than 7 minutes in duration (some of the best pieces are often much shorter than 7 minutes)

· Be based in England and involve dancers who live in England

· Be available from 12th to 15th July 2012 and on the dates of your local Regional Platform 

· All dancers must complete a Media Consent Form prior to the Regional Platform.

Selection Process & Criteria

The selection process will take place in several stages, as outlined here:

1. Application form including the U.Dance 2012 Application Form needs to be returned to the Regional partner Organisation in your area by 30th November 2011
2. The Regional Partner Organisation will shortlist which groups will perform at their Regional Platform (the North East region has preliminary performance prior to their Regional Platform).
3. Regional Platforms take place between 2nd January and 31st March (14th April in the North East). A regional selection panel with representatives from YDE, will watch the performance and select which group or groups will get a place at U.Dance 2012
4. Each group will be informed as to whether they have been selected or not by Youth Dance England by mid April 2012.
All the regional selection panels will use the same criteria to select which group or groups will take part in U.Dance 2012. Those criteria are:

· Excellence in both choreographic and performance standards

· Ability and openness to practice new dance techniques and choreographic approaches

· Reflect the diversity of the sector

The panel will select one group from each region to perform at U.Dance 2012, and up to five groups from London, as London is host to the national event. YDE may also select additional groups to perform on one of the evenings, as invited guests. Any groups selected in this way will not attend the residential at Roehampton and will need to make their own arrangements for travel and accommodation as necessary. They will be provided with refreshments during the day they attend, at no cost. Groups that are not selected for the evening performance may also be able to perform on one of the day-time open platforms in the public spaces at Southbank Centre on 13th, 14th or 15th July 2012. More information about this opportunity will be available in early 2012 via the U.Dance website: www.u-dance.org. 
Costs

There is no fee to apply for a place at U.Dance 2012 or the Regional Platforms. However groups will need to cover the cost of their transport to and from Regional Platform venues and if they are selected they will be required to pay a contribution towards their food and accommodation whilst staying in London. Catering and accommodation is arranged by YDE to be as cost effective as possible.

This contribution is £130 per person (including Group Leaders).
Groups from London will not be staying at Roehampton University and will therefore pay a reduced contribution of £50 per person (including group leaders), which will help cover the cost of their lunch and evening meals on 13th, 14th and 15th July at Southbank Centre.
Arrangements will be made by YDE for groups to travel between Roehampton University and Southbank Centre, at no additional cost. Groups will need to find their own means of travelling to Roehampton University on 12th July and back home on 15th July following the final performance. London based groups will need to arrange their own means of transport to and from Southbank Centre on each day of the event.
Groups are strongly advised to consider how they will pay this contribution when they apply and to begin fundraising as soon as they know they have a place at their Regional Platform. If they are not selected then any money already raised could be used to help develop the group’s dance experience in other ways, e.g. going to see some professional dance work in their area or attending a summer dance project. As mentioned above, fundraising ideas are available from the resources section of the YDE website: www.yde.org.uk 

The deadline for payment is 22nd June 2012. If YDE has not received full payment by this date then the group will not be able to take part.
Roles & Responsibilities of Chaperones.
To ensure U.Dance 2012 is an enjoyable event that meets high artistic, health and safety and pastoral requirements there are certain considerations that Group Leaders need to take into account when applying:
· All groups will need to provide two (or three if there are 16 or more dancers) suitable chaperones (i.e. over 21yrs, experienced in leading, teaching, supervising the group, Criminal Records Bureau checked and not involved in the performance of the group’s piece) 

· If the group is of mixed gender, there needs to be one male and one female leader accompanying them

· If the group is of single gender at least one of the leaders needs to be of the same gender as the group

An agreement will be made with each Group Leader about the roles and responsibilities required of them/the chaperones during U.Dance 2012 and they will be expected to take part in preparation work, which includes responding to email/postal and telephone requests for information on group’s medical/health/dietary conditions, as well as providing information for Press/PR and event programmes.  Group Leaders may be asked to provide certain aspects of this information for the Regional Events.

In order to help Group Leaders to plan for U.Dance 2012, YDE will be offering the following support: 

· An opportunity to discuss the event and residential with a member of YDE staff, at the regional platform 

· Fundraising suggestions via the resources section on www.yde.org.uk 
· A compulsory Introductory Day, for the leaders of selected groups, held in London in April 2012 to discuss details of the event and view the location
Contact Details
If you have any questions please contact Youth Dance England via the following methods:

Telephone: 020 7940 9800 or 020 7940 9807

Email: u.dance@yde.org.uk
Address: Youth Dance England, Unit 7G2 The Leathermarket, Weston Street, London, SE1 3ER

Application Form

The Application form can be found on www.u-dance.org or by contacting our Regional Partner organisation in your area or Youth Dance England.
Please complete in black ink or black type using BLOCK CAPITALS. The deadline for applications is 5pm on Wednesday 30th November 2011. Completed forms should be sent to the Regional Partner Organisation managing the regional dance platform in your area. Their address will be on the form.
Thank you – Good luck with your application!
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